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It is a truth well founded on the Word of God, and a very com- 
forting truth, that God accepts a penitent sinner at all times, even 
in the hour of death. For our Savior says without the least restric- 
tion of time, “Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest.” From this passage it is evident that Christ 
invites all sinners to come to Him without specifying a certain time. 
He promises them all “rest unto their souls,” “to satiate the weary 
souls and to replenish every sorrowful soul,” Jer. 31, 25. He will 
in no wise cast out him who cometh to Him. Even in the hour of 
death, therefore, God will accept a penitent sinner. 

In accordance with this divine truth, Scripture also defines the 
whole life of man as a time of grace. “To-day,” it is written, “if 
ye hear His voice, harden not your hearts. ... But exhort one 
another daily, while it is called To-day,” Hebr. 3, 7. 13. And in a 
like manner we read: “It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not 
consumed, because His compassions fail not. They are new every 
morning: great is Thy faithfulness,” Lam. 3, 22. 23. These passages 
of the everlasting Word teach us, as long as a man is still among 
the living, as long as he has the breath of life in him, there is still 
hope for him, the portals of heaven are still open to him. Even to 
one dying we can, therefore, call out: “Seek ye the Lord while He 
may be found; call ye upon Him while He is near,” Is. 55, 6. 
Seripture even gives us an example of a person who in the last hours 
of his life turned to God in true repentance and was accepted, the 
malefactor to the right of Christ’s cross, to whom Jesus said: “Verily 
I say unto thee, To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise.” 

How important and comforting is this doctrine of the Bible! 
How many would be seized by despair in their last moments, and 
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would perish, if the Lord had not embodied also this truth in His 
divine Word! For how many persons only then come to the knowl- 
edge of salvation, when they already stand at the brink of eternity, 
when the grave is about to receive them! 

But, my friends, comforting as is this truth, that God accepts 
penitent sinners at any and all times, do not abuse it. This truth 
is not to comfort such as postpone their turning to God until the 
last hour. He who would use this truth to this end would, indeed, 
act foolishly, as foolishly as a person who willfully throws himself 
into the sea, because he has heard and read of many rescues from 
a watery grave. 

To the end that no one among us may willfully remain on the 
broad path that leadeth to destruction in the hope of turning to 
God in true repentance in the last hour of his life, let me show you: 


THE ADVANTAGES ENJOYED BY THOSE WHO SERVE THE LORD 
DURING THEIR LIFE. 


1. They are secure from the danger of an unhappy end; 


2. They have overcome death with all its bitterness before 
they die. 


1, 


It is true, my friends, God accepts penitent sinners at any and 
all times and under all circumstances, even in the hour of death. 
Still, no man could commit a greater folly than to postpone his 
turning to God until the last hour of his life. Consider, my friends, 
to what danger of dying unhappy and of being eternally lost such 
a person exposes himself. No person knows when or how he will 
die, if a long sickness is in store for him or not, and if, in his last 
hours on earth, he will find time and space for repentance. How 
many persons have lived merrily in and with the world, thoughtless 
of the morrow, and have endeavored to quiet their consciences with 
the thought, “There is still plenty of time for repentance; my last 
sickness will afford me ample time to think of my soul and to turn 
to God.” But did this time come? For most of them, no! Death 
overtook them in their wild rush for the “almighty dollar” or in the 
enjoyment of carnal pleasures, and cut them off from the land of 
the living without giving them the slightest opportunity to think 
of their souls and to cry to God for merey. Do we not daily read 
and hear of such sudden deaths in all walks of life? Have you 
forgotten the Chicago fire, the Brockton disaster with its great 
number of people, men and women, suddenly hurried into eternity 2 
How many leave their happy homes in the morning to follow their 
daily professions — but how many fail to return alive to their fire- 
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sides, where wife and children are eagerly awaiting the sound of 
their dear one’s step; they are brought home on a stretcher, a life- 
less corpse! How many persons who lay themselves down to enjoy 
a good night’s rest never awaken again! And, my friend, who can 
give you the assurance that your life also is not to be suddenly 
terminated, that death’s cold hand will not take you suddenly in 
its grip while in the enjoyment of health and vigor, at a time least 
expected? 

It cannot be denied that the majority of people do not die so 
suddenly. In most cases death comes after an illness of shorter or 
longer duration. But do not allow this to influence you to put off 
your turning to God. In those last days and hours of a man’s life 
God is still willing to receive you as a penitent sinner; but can 
you foretell your willingness to repent and to turn to God on your 
deathbed, where you are suffering in painful sickness and dissolution ? 
Such a thing might be possible if true repentance consisted in noth- 
ing more than in merely calling your pastor and having him kneel 
beside your bed, pray and sing with you. But true repentance is 
something entirely different. It is a painful knowledge of having 
insulted God through one’s sins and iniquities, a turning to God, 
trusting in the blood and righteousness of your Savior, Jesus Christ. 
Truly, this repentance is a work which no one can perform in him- 
self; it is a work of the Holy Spirit wrought in us through the 
Gospel of Christ crucified. If it has been too difficult for you to 
part with the world and its lusts and pleasures, and to turn to God 
in the days of your youth, or in the days of health, of plenty, and 
of happiness, then, in the days of sickness, of anguish and pain, the 
heart becomes more and more obstinate in resisting the power of 
the Holy Spirit. — Oh, what folly, therefore, to postpone your turning 
to God and to your Savior until death stands ready to claim you as 
its victim! 

But on the other hand, how happy and contented can he be who 
has served the Lord in his youth, in the days of health! Simeon in 
our text is a splendid example of such a person. Of him we read: 
“And the same man was just and devout, waiting for the consolation 
of Israel: and the Holy Ghost was upon him. And it was revealed 
unto him by the Holy Ghost that he should not see death before he 
had seen the Lord’s Christ.” How secure could he be from the danger 
of an unhappy death! With what confidence could he look forward 
to the future! How unconcerned could he be about all those things 
which might yet befall him! He knew by divine revelation that he 
was not to see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 

This explicit promise, it is true, was given only to Simeon, the 
faithful servant of the Lord; but all faithful servants of the Lord 
are like him in being secure from an unhappy end. He who has 
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not postponed his turning to God through true repentance, but has 
early sought the Lord, is concerned only about his remaining stead- 
fast in the true faith; when or how death will overtake him does 
not concern him in the least. He is at all times prepared to die, 
his house is set in order, he only anxiously awaits the coming of the 
heavenly Bridegroom to take him to the celestial bridal chamber. 
He thinks, “If it is God’s will that my life be suddenly terminated 
by the hand of an assassin, very well, then shall I, with bleeding 
Stephen, see the heavens open and the Son of man standing on the 
right hand of God; or should a stroke of lightning kill me, very well, 
then, with Elijah, will I on a chariot of fire be carried into heaven; 
or should a long, painful sickness be in store for me, very well, then 
will the angels also carry my soul into Abraham’s bosom.” 


2. 


But, my friends, he who has served the Lord in his youth and 
in the days of health has still another advantage. He is not only 
secure from the danger of an unhappy end, but he has already over- 
come death and its terrors before he dies. His death is a peaceful, 
joyful entry into the realms of heaven. 


Come, my friends, accompany me to the dying bed of such as 
in the days of health and plenty had no thought of God or for the 
safety of their souls, but served only themselves and the world. With 
horror and dismay they hear the physician’s diagnosis, “No hope 
for recovery!” with fear and dread, they feel the prince of terrors 
approaching, extending his cold hand to seize them. Oh, what dread- 
ful thoughts now torment them! Oh, they must now depart from 
this world and leave all its pleasures and treasures behind; they 
must now say good-bye forever to all their dear and loved ones; 
they must now experience the painful separation of the soul from the 
body, and the dread and horror of their body being consigned to the 
grave, a prey of worms, that body about which alone they were con- 
cerned, forgetting their soul entirely. They must appear before the 
judgment seat of the Creator, where all their works, thoughts, and 
words are to be weighed on the scales of incorruptible Justice; they 
must there give account of all their years and days, and receive 
judgment according to that they have done in the body, whether it 
be good or bad. How bitter is death to them! Despair now seizes 
them. One moans and groans, cursing the day of his birth; another 
trembles and weeps concealed tears of fear and sorrow; a third re- 
signs himself to the inevitable. 

It cannot be denied that there are also examples of such as 
turned to God in true repentance on their deathbed. But what did 
they have to endure! Lying on their deathbed, their body already 
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racked by pain and fever, they now experience still greater anguish, 
anguish of the soul. All the innumerable sins committed during 
their life stand before them like huge mountains threatening to 
crush them. Behind them they see the world sinking away, before 
them the jaws of hell opening. With a heart-piercing ery they call 
out, “I am lost, lost, lost forever! I have sinned too long and too 
great! I already feel the fire of hell in my heart! O God, O God, 
will you not have compassion upon me? Is there no grace, no mercy 
for me?’ And thus this heart-rending scene often continues for 
days and nights, until, by the grace of God, they learn to hasten to 
Christ as poor and lost sinners and grasp His cross, blood, and 
righteousness, and, snatched from the jaws of hell, are thus saved 
as a brand out of the fire. 

Compare herewith the deathbed of those who have served the 
Lord in the days of health. How is it with pious old Simeon? Do 
we see him tremble and despair when the news is told him that he 
has but a short time to live? Oh, no! At this news his weak eyes 
are filled with heavenly luster, his serious countenance becomes 
serene; taking the child Christ, his Savior, in his arms he praises 
God with loud voice, saying: “Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant 
depart in peace, according to Thy word: for mine eyes have seen 
Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all 
people; a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of Thy people 
Israel.” Behold, my friends, thus dies he who has served the Lord 
in the days of health, perhaps from early youth. He has already 
experienced the terror and the sting of death in his repentance. He 
has conquered them through the blood of Jesus Christ. Now death, 
robbed of all its terrors, comes to him as a messenger of peace. He 
who has served the Lord in the days of health is not grieved at the 
thought that he must depart from this world; in spirit he has left 
it long ago; he yearns to be at home in the heavenly mansions above. 
The thought does not distress him that he must leave behind his 
dear and loved ones. May his love towards them be ever so great, 
his love towards his Savior is still greater. Yea, even the prospect 
of leaving behind to the mercy of the cold world a mourning widow 
and fatherless children does not fill his heart with fear or sadness. 
He knows his God to be the protector of widows and orphans; he 
has experienced often enough, “The Lord is ever mindful of His 
own: He remembers His children,” and cannot forget or forsake 
them. He comforts his dear ones, speaking with Jacob: “ ‘Behold, 
I die; but God shall be with you,’ Gen. 48, 21. Remain steadfast 
in the true faith, in love, in patience, and hope, then we shall again 
be united in heaven, and our hearts shall be gladdened forevermore.” 
For him there is no horror in the thought that he soon must lay 
aside this his body, as a garment, and have it consigned to the grave 
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and to corruption; he has, in holy desires, often wished for the quiet 
of the grave. He speaks with Job of old: “I know that my Redeemer 
liveth, and that He shall stand at the latter day upon the earth; 
and though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh 
shall I see God; whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall 
behold, and not another.” And looking backward into the past, he 
is not filled with fear at the thought of all his sins and iniquities, 
and looking forward into the future, he shows no fear of the judg- 
ment to come. Remembering the sins and the shortcomings of the 
past, he exclaims: “Who shall lay anything to the charge of God’s 
elect? It is God that justifieth. Who is he that condemneth? It is 
Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the 
right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us;” and: 
“There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ 
Jesus.” And looking forward he sees nothing terrible. Through 
faith he has conquered over sin and death and judgment. He knows 
that he is a child of God through Jesus Christ, his Savior. As surely 
as he has not denied but confessed his Lord and Savior before men, 
so surely will his Lord and Savior not deny but confess him before 
his Father which is in heaven. His death is, therefore, no death, 
but a peaceful journey into the realms above. Full of expectation, 
he looks forward to his last breath, sighing: “Come quickly. Amen. 
Even so, come, Lord Jesus!” And thus quietly and peacefully he 
passes into eternity, into heaven. 

My friends, would you like to die thus? When death approaches 
to claim you as its victim, would you then wish to have a place of 
refuge? Then, 

Hasten, mercy to implore, 

And stay not for the morrow’s sun, 

For fear thy season should be o’er 

Before this evening’s course be run. (194, 2.) 


And of whom are you to implore mercy? There is but one, 
JESUS CHRIST, who merited mercy and grace for you. For you, a lost 
and condemned sinner, this Jesus Christ, the true God, became man, 
your own flesh, your brother, yea, even more, became your substitute. 
Through sin you merited nothing but God’s wrath, displeasure, and 
eternal damnation. For it is written: “Cursed be he that confirmeth 
not all the words of this Law to do them: and all people shall say, 
Amen;” and again: “The soul that sinneth, it shall die.” All your 
sins and iniquities, the curse of the Law pronounced over you, 
Christ, your Substitute, took upon Himself, suffered for them, yea, 
paid the full penalty of your sins. He died for you that you might 
live. He fulfilled all the demands of the Law, and thus gained 
perfect righteousness and eternal salvation for you. Do you believe 
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this? Do you put your trust, your sole reliance on Christ? Can you 
say from the bottom of your heart: 


Rock of ages, cleft for me, 

Let me hide myself in Thee! 

Let the water and the blood, 

From Thy riven side which flowed 
Be of sin the double cure, 

Cleanse me from its guilt and power. 


Nothing in my hand I bring, 
Simply to Thy cross I cling; 
Naked, come to Thee for dress; 
Helpless, look to Thee for grace; 
Foul, I to the Fountain fly; 
Wash me, Savior, or I die! ? 


Then it is well with you! Continue in this faith, in this implicit 
trust in Christ as your Savior from sin and damnation, and may 
your end come when or how it will, you will fall asleep in Jesus 
Christ and inherit His kingdom. 

Asleep in Jesus! O how sweet 

To be for such a slumber meet! 

With holy confidence to sing 

That death has lost his venomed sting! (370, 2.) 


God grant that we may all fall asleep in the arms of our Re- 
deemer. Amen. J. Gro. Sp. 


Sermon Outlines for the Lenten Season. 


if 
Is. 63, 3. 


During Lent we meditate on the suffering of Christ. The history 
of His Passion is recorded by the Evangelists. — Also the Old Testa- 
ment in many places speaks of the suffering of Christ. We shall 
in these Passion services take our texts from the prophecies of the 
Old Testament and compare prophecy with fulfillment. 


TREADING THE WINEPRESS ALONE. 


1. Treading the winepress. 

a. Prophecy. a. Treading the winepress was work. The Re- 
deemer was to labor and toil hard for the redemption of man. He 
was to bear griefs and sorrows. Sin was to be a heavy burden. The 
wrath of God would nearly crush the Savior. b. In treading the 
winepress, the garments were made red by the blood of the grapes. 
The garments of the Redeemer were to be stained with blood. “Where- 
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fore art Thou red in Thine apparel?” Redemption through the shed- 
ding of blood. As the high priest in the Old Testament made atone- 
ment by shedding blood, so Christ, the true High Priest, was to shed 
blood to atone for the sins of men. Also in the Old Testament the 
truth is revealed that “without shedding of blood is no remission.” 


b. Fulfillment. a. Describe how Jesus labored in Gethsemane: 
the agony of His soul; His restlessness;. His hard struggle; His 
earnest prayer; strengthened by an angel. b. Redemption was not 
accomplished without the shedding of blood. His sweat was as it 
were great drops of blood. There was blood shed when He was 
scourged, crowned with thorns, when His hands and feet were pierced, 
when His side was opened. 


e. Lesson. a. If Jesus labored to bear the guilt of our sins, then 
we are freed from all guilt. b. If Jesus shed His blood, then we have 
remission of sin. 

His blood can make the foulest clean; 
His blood avails for me. 


2. Treading the winepress ALONE. 


a. Prophecy. “Alone.” “Of the people there was none with me.” 
In treading a winepress men could relieve each other. — In treading 
the winepress of God’s wrath and toiling for the sinners’ salvation 
Jesus was to receive no assistance. No matter how hard the task, 
He treads the winepress alone. 


b. Fulfillment. a. Alone in Gethsemane, the disciples sleeping. 
b. He alone is bound. “Let these go their way.” c. Alone at the 
spiritual court. “One man should die for the people.” d. Alone on 
the way to Golgotha. “A Lamb goes uncomplaining forth .. . 
none else the burden sharing.” e. Alone on Calvary. Even God has 
forsaken Him. 


c. Lesson. By one man sin came into the world, and death by sin. 
The second Adam, alone and unaided, redeemed us from sin and 
death. Christ is the Substitute of the whole world. 


Since Jesus has trodden the winepress alone, all glory for our 
salvation belongs to Jesus. If you ask, What must I do to atone 
for sin? you receive the answer, You can do nothing; Jesus has 
trodden the winepress alone. — If you ask, What must I do to appease 
God’s wrath and to merit His favor? What sacrifices must I bring, 
what works of self-denial must I perform to make myself fit for 
salvation? you receive the answer, Jesus has trodden the winepress 
alone; He has appeased God’s wrath; He has merited remission 
of sin. There is nothing left for man to do but to trust in Jesus 
for salvation. Do not exclude yourself from this salvation by think- 
ing that salvation is to be merited, that there are works to be done 
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and conditions to be fulfilled. Christ has trodden the winepress alone. 
The work is done, once and forever done. The moment you trust in 
Jesus, forgiveness of sin, peace, joy, life, and heaven, all is yours. 

It is finished; yes indeed, 

Finished every jot. 

Sinner, this is all you need, 

Tell me, is it not? 


II. 
ZECH. 13, 7. 

Jesus was a shepherd with a flock. He had gathered disciples 
around Him. They were with Jesus three years, heard His teachings, 
saw His miracles. They believed on Him; they confessed Him. 
Yet in the hour of darkness they forsook Him and fled. This was 
foretold in Zech. 18, 7. 


THE SHEPHERD IS SMITTEN, AND THE SHEEP ARE SCATTERED. 


1. Foretold in the Old Testament. 

Not only the suffering of Christ in general was foretold in the 
Old Testament; but also many details were minutely described. 
Also the conduct of His disciples, Zech. 13, 7. Explain the picture 
used by the prophet. That his words really refer to Christ and His 
disciples is made certain by Matt. 26, 31. It was foretold that one 
of His flock should betray Him, Ps. 41, 9. The price was foretold 
Zech. 11, 12; the outcome, v. 13. 

2. Foretold by Christ. 

a. They shall smite the Shepherd. “Behold, we go up to Jeru- 
salem,” etc. “I lay down my life for the sheep.” “I if I be lifted 
up will,” ete. “Break this temple,” ete. 

b. The sheep shall be scattered, John 16, 32. 20. a. Judas, Matt. 
14, 18—21; John 13, 10. 21—31. 0. All disciples, Mark 14, 27. 
c. Simon Peter, Mark 14, 29—31; John 13, 36—38; Luke 22, 31—34. 

8. Fulfilled. 

a. Judas’ betrayal and sad end, Matt. 26, 14—16; 26, 48—50; 
Mark 14, 43—46; Matt. 27, 3—10; Acts 1, 18. 

b. The other disciples forsook Him, Mark 14, 46—52. 

ce. Simon Peter, Mark 14, 54—72. 

“Smite the Shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered.” Also the 
fulfillment of this prophecy makes us sure that Christ is He that 
should come. He Himself said to His disciples: “Now I tell you 
before it come, that when it is come to pass, ye may believe that I 
am He,” John 13, 19. So when we see the things coming to pass that 
the prophets foretold, we should also believe that Christ is He. There 
can be no doubt as to His person. He is the Good Shepherd that 
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was smitten for us. “All we like sheep had. gone astray, we had 
turned,” ete. The iniquity of us all was upon Him. With His 
stripes we are healed. 

Jesus my Shepherd is. 

’Twas He that loved my soul; 

’Twas He that washed me in His blood; 

’Twas He that made me whole. 

’Twas He that sought the lost, 

That found the wandering sheep, 

’Twas He that brought me to the fold, 

’Tis He that still does keep. 


ill, 
Ps. 69, 4. 


Jesus came not to destroy men’s lives, but to save them, John 
12, 47. He did good wherever He went, as many examples in the 
Gospels show. There was also no guile found in His mouth. His 
suffering was therefore an innocent suffering. — This was foretold 
in Ps. 69, 4. 


Hatep WITHOUT Cause. 


1. “Hated without cause.” These words of Ps. 69 speak of the 
innocence of Jesus. 

2. “Hated without cause.” By Pharisees, scribes, and elders He 
was hated. They took counsel together and tried to kill Him, to stone 
Him, but they left the challenge of Jesus unanswered, “Which of you 
convinceth me of sin?’ They thirsted for innocent blood. 

3. “Hated without cause” by Judas. Jesus had done him only 
good. “I betrayed innocent blood.” 

4. “Hated without cause” at the spiritual court. “If I have 
spoken evil,” ete. False witnesses appear against Him. Innocently 
condemned. 

5. “Hated without cause” at Pilate’s court. a. His accusers 
could not prove Him guilty. b. Pilate testified to His innocence. 
c. Pilate’s wife, Matt. 27, 19. 

6. “Hated without cause.” Christ bears witness to that on the 
way to Golgotha. Green tree, Luke 23, 31. 

7. “Hated without cause.” The thief on the cross testifies, 
Luke 23, 41. 


8. “Hated without cause.” The testimony of the centurion after 
Jesus had given up the ghost. 
9. “Hated without cause.” Creation bore witness to Christ’s 


innocence when the sun ceased to shine, and the earth quaked, and 
the rocks were rent. 
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“Hated without cause”— “He has done nothing amiss” — “no 
fault in Him” — “a righteous man.” There is abundant testimony 
to establish the innocence of Jesus. — The innocence of Jesus is 
of the greatest importance. If He had not been innocent, His suf- 
fering could not have been vicarious. If He had suffered for crimes 
that He had done, He could not have been wounded for our trans- 
gressions and bruised for our iniquities. In His innocence lies 
our hope. 

O Lamb of God most holy, 
Who on the cross didst languish, ete. 


IV. 
is, Bh 

A criminal is apprehended, tried, convicted, sentenced, executed. 
He is punished for his crimes, but suffers against his will, receiving 
the due reward of his deeds. — With Jesus it was different. He had 
merited no punishment, but willingly submitted to the punishment 
which others deserved. He suffered not by compulsion but willingly. 
This was foretold Is. 53, 7. 


CHRIST 1s LED AS A LAMB TO THE SLAUGHTER, AND OPENETH NOT 
His Mourn. 


1. He ıs led as a lamb to the slaughter. 

a. Explain the prophecy. 

b. Show how it was fulfilled: captured; dragged before Annas 
and Caiaphas; brought to Pilate’s court; to Herod; back to Pilate; 
into the judgment halls; through the streets of Jerusalem; to Gol- 
gotha. 

e. Lesson. Jesus is the Lamb of God that taketh away the sins 
of the world. Many lambs were sacrificed in the Old Testament to 
atone for sin. They were all shadows of the one Lamb of God that 
is led to the slaughter on Calvary. The sacrifice of this heavenly 
Lamb would not be of much value, were it not certain that Jesus 
suffered willingly, led as a lamb. His willingness to suffer is also 
manifest from the words: — 

2. “He openeth not His mouth.” 

a. The meaning of the prophecy. As a sheep when brought to 
the shearer is dumb, offers no resistance, so the Savior would make 
no effort to escape suffering, but would willingly bear it. 

b. The way in which it was fulfilled. Christ’s willingness to 
suffer is seen from His prayer in Gethsemane; from the words He 
spoke when captured, “The cup which my Father,” ete. “Thinkest 
thou that I cannot now pray to my Father,” ete. Matt. 26, 53. 54; 
from His conduct at the court of the high priest, Mark 14, 60. 61; 
at the court of Pilate, Mark 15, 3—5; before Herod, Luke 23, 8—11. 


44 SERMON OUTLINES FOR THE LENTEN SEASON. 


c. The lesson taught. When Jesus suffered, He carried out the 
Father’s decree. It is as we sing, “A Lamb goes uncomplaining 
forth,” ete., v. 1. “Go forth, my Son,” ete., v. 2. “Yea, Father, yea, 
most willingly,” ete. 

Jesus suffered willingly. His great willingness to suffer for us 
proclaims the greatness of His love to us. Let us find comfort in 
His love, and then let us love Him because He first loved us. 


V, 
Is: 50, 6. 


The work of redemption made the humiliation of Jesus necessary. 
How deeply Jesus humbled Himself is seen from Is. 50, 6. 


Jesus Gave His Back TO THE SMITERS AND Hip not His FACE FROM 
SHAME AND SPITTING. 

1. He gave His back to the smiters. 

a. The meaning of this prophecy, Ps. 129, 3; Is. 53, 5. 

b. How it was fulfilled, Luke 23, 16; Matt. 27, 26; John 19, 1. 

c. A deep humiliation. a. Scourging was extremely painful. 
b. Scourging brought shame and disgrace. 

We shall be more impressed with the depth of His humiliation 
when we hear that 

2. He hid not His face from shame and spitting. 

a. The meaning of this prophecy. 

b. The fulfillment: a. at the high priest’s court, Matt. 26, 67; 
b. at Pilate’s court, Matt. 27, 27—31. 

c. The lesson we should learn. a. If Christ bore all this disgrace 
on account of our sins, we should certainly look with terror at them. 
b. We should rejoice over the greatness of His love. c. We should 
be made willing to bear shame and reproach for Jesus’ sake. 


VI. 
ISK 8%, 1) 
Christ did not suffer as an evildoer. Neither did He suffer as a 


mere martyr or witness for the truth. His suffering was vicarious. 
This is taught Is. 53, 12. 


Curist Was NUMBERED AMONG THE TRANSGRESSORS, AND MADE 
INTERCESSION FoR THEM. 
1. He was numbered among the transgressors. 
a. The meaning of the prophecy: “numbered among them.” 
He Himself was no transgressor, but He was looked upon as one, 
made one by God. “He bore the sins of many.” 
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b. How it was fulfilled, Luke 22, 37. 52; 23, 25. 32. 33. 41; 
Mark 15, 28. 
The lesson. Christ is our Substitute. Christ ror us. 

2. He made intercession for the transgressors. 

a. The prophecy. . 

b. Its fulfillment, Luke 22, 31. 32; 23, 34. 

c. The lesson. He maketh intercession for us, Hebr. 7, 25; 
9, 24; 1 John 2,1; Rom. 8, 34. 

Jesus did it all for you: suffered for you; died for you. 


2 


Can you despise such love as this? 
To your soul now be true. 
Come to Him, see, His love is bliss! 
Come to Him, for He died for you. 
PAR: 


ee + 


Sermon Outline for First Sunday in Lent. 
Marr. 4, 1—11. 


This story connects so readily with a similar story in one of 
the first chapters of the Old Testament that the word “temptation” 
need but be uttered to cause our minds to revert at once to the account 
of Adam’s fall in paradise. But the two accounts of the two greatest 
temptations recorded in Scripture are related to each other in a 
more emphatic manner than by the mere sound of a single word. 
It is the event itself, and the prominent details of the event, here told 
of our Lord, that tallies with the first temptation. Moses relates 
how Satan entered the world to destroy the works of God; Matthew 
tells how the Son of God came to destroy the works of the devil, 
1 John 8, 8. The effects of the first temptation were terrible, Hebr. 
2,15. But note how terrible were the effects of the second temptation 
to our terrifier, Mark 1, 24; Matt. 8, 29.— This story in Matthew 
should be written large, with letters reaching into the clouds and 
covering the vault of heaven. This is great, very great news: The 
Destroyer has been destroyed! This news makes the story of the 
first temptation appear small, yea, wipes it out in every believing 
heart. Christians who have come to understand the design and con- 
sequence of the temptation of Jesus by the devil in the desert choose, 
whenever they hear the word temptation uttered, no matter in what 
connection, to think, first and foremost, of this temptation of their 
Lord, and not of that of their ancestor in Eden. It behooves every 
child of God to hold Satan’s defeat in livelier remembrance than 
Satan’s victory, and to study the story of both, his victory and his 
defeat, together, to the end that his defeat may be shown more con- 
clusively. 
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Tur Two TEMPTATIONS AND THE Two ADAMS. 


1. The points wherein they agree. 

a. It was in both instances a true human being that was tempted 
by the devil. As regards Christ, 1) the devil clearly treats Him as 
a man by requiring human actions of Him; 2) Matthew relates that 
Christ fasted and hungered. 3) Christ refers to Himself as man 
in every answer to the devil, because He applies to Himself a divine 
command issued to mankind, and in the first answer particularly 
ascribes to Himself a common human want. 4) Christ defends Him- 
self against the devil, not by employing His almighty power, but by 
citing Scripture, as any other man would have to do when being 
tempted. 

b. The devil’s mode of procedure was the same in both instances. 
He endeavors to instill doubt (“If,” v. 3. 6; comp. Gen. 3, 1); he 
appeals to a natural appetite (Matt. 4, 3; comp. Gen. 3, 1ff.); he 
suggests a deed of daring (Matt. 4, 6; comp. Gen. 3, 4); he makes 
suggestions to the pride of the heart (Matt. 4, 8; comp. Gen. 3, 5). 

Christ was tempted as really, truly, intensely, as Adam, as men 
since Adam had been tempted, and as they still are tempted by these 
same wiles of the devil. Christ “suffered being tempted,’ Hebr. 
2, 18; He “was in all points tempted like as we are,” Hebr. 4, 15. 
It is just on account of His human suffering that He calls us His 
brethren, Hebr. 2, 10—12. He had laid aside the use of His divine 
majesty and faced the tempter as Adam had faced him. Christ is 
the second Adam, Rom. 5, 14 (“the figure of Him that was to come”), 
1 Cor. 15, 45 (“first man Adam” — “last Adam”). Christ, in this 
temptation, stands in man’s place. Accordingly, every human being 
is personally interested in the outcome of this temptation. We shall 
study the outcome by noting : — 

2. The points wherein they differ. 

a. Adam’s temptation was not brought about by God, but Christ’s 
was (Matt. 4, 1: “led up of the Spirit to be tempted;” Mark 1, 12: 
“the Spirit driveth Him”). God hastened this event, because it was 
necessary for our redemption and salvation. The sinner’s Substitute 
(2 Cor. 5, 21) must face the sinner’s accuser (Rev. 12, 10; 1 Tim. 
3, 7; Job 1,9; Zech. 3, 1), and must still him (Ps. 8, 2). 

b. Adam was tempted while in a most happy state, surrounded 
by everything that could gladden his heart and make him content 
with his lot; Christ was in a dismal place (Mark 1, 13), physically 
exhausted, made like unto the very weakest of mortals, whom Satan 
loves to approach when their distress is sorest. 

c. Adam was undone in the first temptation, Christ was made 
perfect (Hebr. 2, 10; 5, 8. 9). He remained without sin, though 
touched with the feeling of our infirmities (Hebr. 4, 15). Thus 
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Christ has become “the Captain” (Hebr. 2, 10), “the Author of 
eternal salvation” (Hebr. 5, 9). We appropriate His victory (Matt. 
4,10) for our justification (Rom. 8, 33. 34) and sanctification (Hebr. 
2, 17: “merciful and faithful High Priest;” v. 18: “succor them 
that are tempted;” 4, 16). D. 


u 


Short Prayers for Lent. 


Selected and translated from J. J. Rambach’s Betrachtung des 
Leidens Christt. 


ik. 

O Jesus Christ, Thou Author and Finisher of our faith, who 
for the joy that was set before Thee didst endure the cross, despising 
the shame, we thank and praise Thee for Thy unspeakable love which 
did move Thee to do battle in our stead and to gain such a glorious 
victory for us, Thy spiritual Israel. Enlighten our eyes, we pray 
Thee, that we may behold the mysteries of the suffering of Thy holy 
soul wherein Thou didst win our cause before the tribunal of supreme 
Justice. Let our thoughts draw near unto the infinite fervor of 
Thy love that our hearts may thereby be enkindled with fervent love 
towards Thee, our precious Redeemer. Hear us, we pray Thee, for 
Thine infinite love’s sake. Amen. 

2. 

O Thou faithful Savior! We praise Thee for Thine infinite 
love that Thou didst condescend to walk the dark and dismal way 
of the cross from which depends all our salvation. In a garden Thou 
didst atone for the sin which our forefather, Adam, committed in a 
garden. Grant us Thy grace that we may always remember Thy 
bloody way of the cross. Give us true willingness to follow Thee, 
and to suffer for Thy sake. Let us never be ashamed of Thy cross, 
nor of Thee who didst take shame upon Thyself that we might be 
acceptable in the sight of Thy heavenly Father. And should our 
flesh endeavor to make us unwilling and sluggish in following Thee, 
O then, we pray Thee, do draw us after Thee with the bonds of Thy 
love, lest we tarry behind, and thus miss the way to eternal happiness 
which leads through the thorns of sufferings and griefs. And when 
at last we must enter upon our last journey, be Thou our guide 
through the dark valley of the shadow of death. Be with us in our 
last bitter struggle so that “firmly here we be contending, through 
life and death to Thee ascending.” Lord, have mercy upon us! Amen. 


3. 
Praise and thanksgiving be unto Thee, dearest Savior, for the 
sorrow, anguish, and heaviness which Thou didst suffer to come upon 
Thy holy soul. Thou art the Power of the Most High, and yet Thou 
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wast sore afraid for our sake. If Thou hide the presence of Thy 
face, all ereatures are filled with fear, and yet Thou wert in anguish 
for the sake of Thy creatures, so that they need not be in fear 
eternally. In Thy power Thou didst create them, but in Thy weak- 
ness didst Thou redeem them. Thy power put us into this world, 
Thy weariness brings us into heaven. O therefore, we pray Thee, let 
us enjoy the benefits of Thy sorrow and anguish all the days of our 
life, but especially in the extreme hour of death, so that we may 
pass through the dark valley of death which was hallowed by Thy 
blessed feet without fear and anguish. Grant this, we beseech Thee, 
for Thy love’s sake. Amen. 
4, 

Praise be to Thee, Thou sweet Redeemer, that Thou didst deign 
to truly feel our burden and be made like unto us in all things, 
being tempted even as we are, save without sin. Thanks be unto 
Thee for Thy deep humiliation in prayer whereby Thou didst expiate 
our pride, and set us an example of true humility and self-denial. 
Be with us, our Savior, in the hour of temptation, and teach us to 
use the weapon of prayer, so that in Thy power we may overcome 
the tempter and gain the day. Grant this, we pray Thee, for the 
sake of Thy glorious victory. Amen. 


BD. 

O Thou most adorable Savior, our merciful High Priest, who 
wast tempted in all things even as we are, save without sin, we thank 
Thee and magnify Thine holy name that Thou didst atone for our 
rebellion against the holy will of God by offering up unto Thy 
heavenly Father Thine holy, innocent will. We pray Thee that by 
virtue of this Thy great sacrifice of expiation, and through the power 
of Thine Holy Spirit Thou wouldst so govern and direct our will 
that we may gladly seek to do the will of Thine heavenly Father, 
and humbly offer up to Him our will in childlike obedience. Do this, 
we pray Thee, for Thine own sake. Amen. 


6. 

O Thou faithful Savior, who as a loving Shepherd dost tenderly 
watch over Thy sheep, warning them against all danger and harm, 
we pray Thee, keep Thy watchful eyes upon us when we are in danger 
of waxing secure and careless. Awaken us from our slumbers with 
Thy warning call: “Watch and pray!” Make us to see our own 
weakness and helplessness, so that we may not put our trust in our- 
selves, but rather in Thee and in Thy strength. Teach us to call 
on Thee for help in fervent prayer. Give grace that we may heed 
‘Thy warning words which tell us that, though our spirit be willing, 
the flesh is weak. Hear us, O Christ, according to Thy promise. 
men. J tA RR 


